
m 

St.  Christopher's by  the River KA3S Ho.   0-21E 
Gates Mills,  Ohio ;■ A;/,;'- 

I- 

m WRITTEN HISTORICAL AMD DESCRIPTIVE DATA 
District Mo.  0-2 

Historic American Buildings  Survey 
william A.  Bohnard,   District  Officer 
9815 Newton Avenue,     Cleveland,   Ohio 



H /\b t. 

HABS NO.  0-812 
OHJ > 

1$-GATM 

Page 1 
i- 

ST. CHRISTOPHER'S BY THE RIVER 

Gates Mills, Guyahoga County, Ohio. 

Owner: Episcopal Church. 

Date of Erection:  1853. 

Architect; Not known. 

Builder: Not known. 

Present Condition: Good. 

Number of Stories: 

Materials of Construction: .Frame, wood shingle roof. Stone 
foundation. 

Other Existing Records:  None known. 

Additional Data:  (See following page) 

■M* b'&ijii ILLJ n>J i,2l 



ADDRESS: 

CHIEF ARCHITECT. 

3065 NAVY BLDfi. UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF NATIONAL PARKS, 

BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

BRANCH OF PUNS AND DESIGN 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

WASHINGTON 

OHIO 

is - GATMI 

1- 

HI*$?0T*n  /It^RlCAII  BThTLDIHG   PURVEY 

District No.   0-2  - Northern Ohio  - Mr,   7/illiam A.  Bahnard 

Project  TTo.   0-2-12   - 0H3IS?0PH^R,<",-BY-THE-RIV£K,   Gates  Mi He 

In the   ;/sar  1%:^ Kalse^  Ottes  with   his   faMlv  and a   r-rnal?   company 
founded t ue Village   of Gates  Millf.  on the   banks   oi  trie  Oh* grin River, 
^he,,   ^taMirhed  hon^s ,   a  school,   a  r-fore,   and   lusher and  friet  Kill? 
The vili; te   Tev/,  ISa-jfiel.^   lecame   a rr-ttin post   road  from Cleveland   to 
the "; ?t  and  one .of the  Gates   lore? v/ap  made  the  "Eagle  Tavern"   in 
1^33.     The  same   house  1P  nuw the  cluhhouse   oi: the  Chagrin  Hunt,     Tne 
land   opposite  the  tavern  was-letted  hv  Kr,   C^tee  to  the Eethodist 
Church  and   the roein  part   of the   ■repent  building v?ae   erected  through 
his•benevolence   in 1^53*     -n **ie  le^ee   it  was  stated   thf.t   should the 
Methodist  ohurch cease  to  hold  ser^ces 

■to Mr.   Gales1   heirs. 
1' he re     t he   1 war   to  return 

In-1906 permission  was   riven t 
Services  in the   church  on 
3Fe*v Jersey,   then rector   of Ennanuel 0! 
These   service;--  continued  for  three  purc1 er? 

Episcopal  ohurch to   hold  vesper 
Sunday  afternoon?,     Bishop  F>tearly,   of 
Ennanuel Ohurch.   Cleveland,  vvas  in  charge 

un< Ier  the  o&re   of TJe F.n 7rans i £ 
to be  resumed  in  13^- 

\7hife   jf  frinit,-   Cathedral. 

In. the  fall   of  the  pear  19^Ct   a  conference  was   held   hy  the trustees 
of the  Llethohist  churoh and  the  Bishop and   frohdeacon of the 
Episcopal diocese   of Ohio.     -iecause the LlethodJst  far'nlles   of  this 
c Q-'-^urii t v  could   no  longer r^ain'^iv;  the   pervicer-   of their  pastor and 
in  order that   the   ./orsh:p  of God  should not   ceape   in  the   old  bu'ldinr, 
it   seemed   v/^pe  to  the Methodist  trustees,   to relinquish  all   rights   in 
the  church   at   Gates  pills "and  that   a Fission  of  the  'i>ir-eopal   church 
v;6  established   for the   cure   of souls   in this  community*     Thf s   change 
v/as  accomplished  and  on Sunday,   January  l7,   1?27,  -^r.   J,   vf&i">  J^c>son 
held  the  f.i rst morninp  service  as 
ne.ct   d 0 or ,   ;/< ..f   Be cur e 

?he  Ceorpe   Shepherd  house, 
icarap 

Bishop  Leon^ro   appointed   a corcnittee  to  c&rry  the  rep)onpihilities   of 
the  n i s s i 0 n,     T h c- chosen was   ^T-t,   Christopher ' s-l" ■ t!-p lie-.-avor  in 
nienorv   of the   troou   saint  who  carried the  OhriFt   Child  across  the 
"flooded  stream. 

Bishop  Leonard  visitea   :-t.   Christopherf r   on  Sunday,   February   £, 
celebrated  the Holy   -lorwunior.  and   blessed   the  church  t nti   corp ction 

In  the   spring   of that  .year,   pv. 'd*   Walhe war   repve^ted   to  0 raw 
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up plans  for  rebuilding  the  church when  the  title  of the  property' 
ehoul:!   be  cleared.     A caitpvapu  v/&e   begun to  rcise  none;   far the. 
land,   the   rehui ld?./.pt   r/'ui.  the   ex^enrer   of  n;,inten;-,noe   lor  the-  year,. 

la  the   foil   of  1927   the   property   v/ar   bought **■   public   pole   from  the 
heirp   of Ht..lpey  0;--tep.     Mr.   V-PUPer'r-  plnne  v/ere   accepted   nrd  h!r.   1'. 
0.   Roperp   ' eg>.n 1. he  v/or>   of  «ddiri~- i\ ch^ricel  ard   ppnetunry  and - 
Sunday   School  rooffis  to  the  oripirul   church. 

A pe^l   of  eirht   belle- "./ere  ccpt  in   -Troyclon,   Pnpl&.^d, .for  the  chiu-'ch 
v.nfx installed --*n  the   to,Tor  i.ra   >\lerped   by  B5 phop  Jeomrd, 

^und*..: ,   ■■■ay   z(-r   I0hq,   Pishop Leonard  dedicated  the  re-pfored  church- 
at   c   prpvt^fi   of  nonf irrntiti')^  ^nd  Lfol;   Ooiarcur.j or . 

A  brr^^h  op  the   Count-    li>r:;ry   v;(* ■■    ^tr.Mi-hed  Ho  13?$. 

dulv   3,   ?-/]5'-,   -5)r-   .Tf.cVpon   reppy-nd.     lP:virp   <-■* c-nt   five   ye^r-    of 
1-rvirif   r '"-r^- ice,   I he   people   *h / h~ n po   ./Hi.  deep  reprei , 

On   Or^oVer   1,A/?;^,   V-e   pev.   P.   ^^^   PoJo./cll,   ;-.j-poir.t ml   !- 
BH-Pw   'P>;"erp,   ben- n   his   p^rvHes   IF   vie;.-r   of the   pj.r'irh   -of   St. 
Ohri.Bt opber r F. 

Our  par!?';}   chure-  ■Pt;-r';d^'  tody.   <'■   Xivi u      /itnerr   -if  ? iie   foHh   and. 
cotirt-.-'e,   t he   Vive   < .nd   devotion,   of  people   of  diverp   fc-ithp y   Pnit 
4; opother H   t he  corrron need  of Christi K^.  v/orphip.     Jn 6a p e   , f.pt-  11 
perverl   ■■ P. P. Foupe   of  Arnper  i':r .'.1J   People:     it   .°tlll   PO  sorvepj 

.« ,-     CM- ^     ;-■('-r*-i p-f- r)-r.hr- Y* ' p—V-; — p he- Kl ver       f •". P    ~fV v"'e    b ■;    /-/hi 0 h    "H    if    nOV/ 

Pn ) s'n     thip  little   H'mr^h  etill  XHf^  ■*■ o   ^onfort   t he   '-■orrovri7i£v    to 
■TOl^f   r^*71! e-pp   ^-"l P     +• (>    70lcone   ohiidren   ? nto  1: !'iP   Bod-^of   ChriP't 
and  nourlph  th^.n -therein f   t; .   Mspf   the   union, of  thope- v/ho   p"e-'~h 
Ohripti'i\ r.^rric.^e,   t ?  pi: re-ipt h^no   ^^prrtinp  po'uls  as-   they   p^s^- froc;" 
the  life   ^'hrnu-h  th::   do hr  into  Id :.<■■■■  nvsrlapti ne .     D<,.i ly her  bells 
rin, ■   ;vat   the  Pnpelup ,   pro el:., irn.rp-1  to  t-11   //it hjn 1 heir -hearing -the 
Go ;d  Pe./p  of 1 he  Inct.rnt. t ion;   x hep   nj-,11  the; f<n.t hful  t o.. v/orp-hip; 
they  p^eed   the   iu-ppy   5-:ride^  j.nd. proopsp   on  H-eir   ,/;;-.y   re joicini;..;' they 
toll   t'-e   '-t'SSinp" .if  our   l0"ve.\" ori(~^s 
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A villure church  ie   St.  Ghri st ov.hr r ' e.-fc "-t he-Kiier;     here  to 
serve-the village   *   *   *;'eP,   the  uorld  of  vthicth this village  is 
a  pa.'t.     For  all who  enter   here   &re  welcome;     such  is   hor 
p;lorio"ae   heritage,   ar-A   such  is   her promise  for the  future, 
fPhiB little  ohuroh 

"may  lift 
Some grovelling: face  to  pee  the  hlepped   pky; 
Master a soul,   and  yield  it  bac1/  to  life 
Temper~ft  against   the  evil  d&vp   to he. 

A  little thinj-.,   th:*F   church?     Henove  its  roots 
OPS& unon  Pelion  would not   fill the  rat." 

H*■:3 A:v'^ 

JrZ,-....\j /12S &r f^f 



St. Christopher1s-by-the-Kivor 
Gates Mills, Chic 

K.LHJ  Uo. 0-212 

Qy/iier  (or Custodian)   Church 

Jsteof "ruction Built about  1853 

*.;_:.:.dor    IT.  H.  Ualker 

Procont Condition     In good condition 

■lumber of Storina    One  story 

.Materials of Construction    Frame butiding,     V.'ood 
shingle roof.    Stone 
foundation. 

Other listing Pecords:  Throe  photographs 
Throe  pa^es of history 

Additional Data: 

np$im '■'^IT PM^fc^TP 
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In the year 1826, H&loey Gates with  his family and  a 
snail company founded the Village of Gates Hills on the  banks 
of the  Chagrin  River.    They established hones,   a school,  a 
store and  lumber and grist nil Is*     The village iC^ew,  l.tayfioid 
became  a main post,  road from Cleveland to the "ast  and one  of 
the  Oatos homes v;as made the "Earplc Tavern*' in 1839,     The same 
house   is now the clubhouse of the Chagrin. Hunt Club.     The 
land opposite the  tavern ras leaned by i.:r.   Gates  to the hbt'-.od- 
ist Church and  the main oart  of the  nresent bull din.'* ";as erected 
through his benevolence  in 1B53.    In  the   lease  it v/as  stated 
that  should the Methodist  church cea;;;e to hold services there, 
the   land was  to return to Mr,   Gates'   heirs. 

In 1906  permission vras r*iven the  Episcopal  Church to hold 
vesper  services  in the church on Sunday afternoons.     Bishop 
Stearly,  of Hew Jersey,   then Hector of Hhanuel Church, Cleveland, 
v;as   in  charts.     These services  ontinued for three summers,   to 
be .resumed in 1926 under care of Dean Francis S.   hliite of 
Trinity Cathedral, 

In the  fall of  the year 1926,   a conference vms held by  the 
trustees of the Methodist  church and the   Bishop and  Archdeacon 
of the   Episcopal Dioceseof Ohio.     Because  the Hot odist families 
of this eornmunity  could no longer maintain the services of their 
pastor and in order  that the v/or;--hip of  God should  not  cease 
in the   old building,   it  seeded v.'ise to the  i.fethodist   trustees to 
relinquish all   rights  in the  church at Gates --ills  and that  a 
mission of the   Episcopal  church be established and on Sunday, 
January  17,   1927,   Dr.  J.   Frank  Jackson held the   first norni:i£ 
service as Vicar,     The George Shepherd house,  noxt   door,  was 
secured as a Viearsrre, 

Bishop Leonard   appointed a committee  to carry the  respon- 
sibilities of the  mission.     The name  chosen v/as  St.   Christopher's- 
by-the~River  in memory of the  ffood saint v/ho  carried  the Christ 
Child across the  flooded stream. 
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Bishop Leonard visited St. Christopher' s on Sunday Feb- 
ruary 6, 1987, celebrated the Holy Co:xmruan and blessed the 
church  and congregation, 

In the  spring of that year, ilr.   £\   12.   ".'alker was  requested 
to  draw up plans  for rebuilding the  church  when  the   title of 
the  property should be cleared.    A campaign was begun to 
raise money for the   land,   and  the rebuilding,  and the   expense 
of maintenance  for the year* 

In the fall  of 1927  the  property was bought  at  public   sale 
from the  heirs  of Kalsey Gates,    i-r. talker's  plans v/ere  ac- 
cepted   and ifir.   I.   -C.  Hogers began the v;ork of adding a. chancel 
and  sanctuary  and Sunday School  rooms  to  the original   church* 

A peal of eight bells were  cast  in Croydon,   "[gland,  for 
the   church and  installed  in  the  tov/er and  blessed by Bishop 
Leonard. 

Sunday, Aiiay 26,   1928,   Bishop Leonard dedicated the  restored 
church  at   a service  of Confirmation and -^oly Coiriaunion, 

A branch of the County Library was established   in 1928. 

July  5,   1932,  Dr. Jackson  resigned.     Having  spent  five years 
of loving  service,  the people  saw him go with deep regret. 

On  October,  3932,  The  He v.   ~S.  Keeney McDowell,   appointed 
by Bishop Hogers,   began hi5;  cervices  as Vicar of the larisb.  of 
St,   Christopher':,. 

Our Parish Church stands today a living witness of the   faith 
and  courage,  the love and devotion,   of neonlo of divers faiths 
knit  together by the   consnon need of Christian worship. 
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